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examples of the truths brought out as they are 
to be found in great biography and contemporary 
discussion. The book is well made, light in 
weight, and easily handled. It ought to find a 
welcome in study classes of all kinds and will 
also be useful for private devotional study. 



will bring help and courage to Christian hearts 
of every name and need. 



For Pulpit and Platform: A Handbook on 

Preparation. By John Mahan English. 

New York: Macmillan, 1919. Pp. viii+ 
143. $1.25. 

We do not know of any other clear, concise 
manual like this for the preacher or for anyone 
who seeks the rules for the preparation of an 
address. There are six chapters, in which 
Professor English has gathered much of the best 
material that is to be found in larger treatises 
on homiletics. It is all well-tested and sensible 
material. There is nothing particularly new in 
the little volume; and who can say anything 
"original" after all the books have been written 
from Phelps to Broadus and Hoyt? The 
material has been arranged so that it may be 
readily apprehended, and there is a large 
amount of quotation in the book. The author 
refers to articles that were published in the 
Homiletic Review by Dean Farrar in 1898. A 
more comprehensive series on the same subject 
published in the same journal in 19 16 deserves 
commendation also. We wonder at the inclu- 
sion of the name Lorimer in the list of the 
world's great preachers (p. 33). There is no 
attempt at accurate citation of books; for 
example, the lists of biographies following 
page 19 are thrown together in a very slipshod 
manner. But the book is excellent because it 
is usable and can be consulted easily. The big 
treatises are voluminous and confusipg; this is 
much in little. The author's good judgment 
and wide knowledge of the field appear through- 
out the book. 



Christian Assurance. By H. L. C. V. de 
Candole. New York: Macmillan, 1919. 
Pp. xi+114. $1.25. 

This is a comforting, gracious book. These 
are days when assurance in matters of religion 
is greatly needed, and in forty brief chapters 
Canon de Candole has stated the great warrants 
for Christian hope and comfort most clearly 
and persuasively. Take this simple paragraph 
from the section entitled " Getting God's Point 
of View": "Your dear ones were God's friends 
on earth: will God lose His friends when they 
die? Do you think that God will so easily 
lose His friends as that ? God's friendships can 
never be broken. They are immutable and 
eternal. God Himself would be the loser if 
death deprived Him of their friendship." 

This is an example of the appeal to Christian 
thoughtfulness which makes this a book which 



War-Time Agencies of the Churches. Direc- 
tory and Handbook. By Margaret Renton. 
New York: General War-Time Commission 
of the Churches of Christ in America, 1919. 
Pp- 337- 

This is a fairly complete directory of the 
agencies representing the churches in action 
during the late war. It has permanent his- 
torical value and will doubtless be often referred 
to as the final judgment is formed concerning 
the place of religion in the life of the nation as it 
passed through the stress of war. The editing 
is thoroughly done and the indexes are satis- 
factory. The list of war-time publications of 
the various agencies is exceedingly valuable. 



The Coming of the Lord: Will It Be Premil- 

lennial? By James H. Snowden. New 
York: Macmillan, 1919. Pp. xxi+288. 
$i-75- 

Professor Snowden's volume is the most 
comprehensive of the recent discussions of 
premillennialism. It does not, it is true, discuss 
the items of premillennial doctrine in detail, 
though it offers criticism at vital points. In its 
central portion it offers a thorough constructive 
discussion of the real point at issue: the nature 
of the Kingdom of God, its growth, and the 
means of its establishment. Its criticisms of 
premillennialism are based upon a wide reading 
of modern advocates of this view. It discusses 
the Judaism of this system and summarizes the 
objections to it in two strong chapters. Its 
closing chapters consider "Reasons for Post- 
millenarianism " and the question, "Is the World 
Growing Better?" 

This volume will especially appeal to the 
thoughtful pastor who wants to find both 
information about premillennialism and a 
fundamental point of view for his own thinking. 

Helpful as these volumes are, and particu- 
larly the last, the thoughtful pastor and student 
requires a thorough consideration of two under- 
lying matters which are almost always passed. 
The first is the apocalyptic theory of God and 
his relation to the world and the mode of the 
world's salvation, for this is the underlying 
theology of premillennialism. The second is 
the idea of the Bible and the mode of its use, 
a discussion that must go much farther than the 
question of dates and authors or the matter 
of a literal or spiritual interpretation of various 
passages. Until church folks are brought to a 
right conception of the Scriptures and their 
use, all our discussion of details will not settle 
this matter. 



